
 

Weld County School District Re-3(J), Keenesburg, Colorado 80643 

J-37 1 

37.0 CANINE SEARCHES AND DRUG DETECTION SWEEPS 

 

37.1 The District Board of Education finds that there are certain circumstances 

in which canine searches are appropriate and legally permissible under state and 

federal law.  One of these is when school personnel have a reasonable individualized 

suspicion that a particular student has contraband on school premises, whether on 

his/her person, in his/her personal belongings, or in his/her locker or vehicle. 

 

37.2 There are certain circumstances in which canine drug detection sweeps 

are permissible under state and federal law without individualized suspicion, and are not 

considered to be “searches” as defined in law.  Accordingly, the use of dogs to sniff 

students’ backpacks, purses, coats and jackets, vehicles, and lockers will be permitted 

in District schools without individualized suspicion, provided that the administration 

determines that such measures are reasonable under all of the circumstances present 

and the sniff detection sweeps are carried out in accordance with this policy and in a 

manner that is consistent with other District policies and procedures.  

 

37.3 The Parent or guardian of any student who is individually searched shall 

be notified of the search as soon as reasonably possible.  In the event of a 

suspicionless general drug detection sweep, parents will be notified if such action 

results in evidence of contraband in their child’s possession, or other violation of the 

student discipline code on the part of their child.  

 

37.4 The use of drug-sniffing dogs for drug detection sweeps shall be done in 

accordance with the following rules and procedures: 

 

37.4.1 All canine drug detection sweeps will be conducted under the 

guidance of law enforcement personnel, and with the participation of a qualified 

canine handler;  

 

37.4.2 A sweep using trained drug-sniffing dogs shall occur at 

unannounced times; upon express authorization by the building 

administration; 

 

37.4.3 The principal or designee shall remain present on the building 

premises at all times while a canine drug detection sweep is in progress.  

 

37.4.4 Such a sweep may occur on and of any school property, 

including but not necessarily limited to lockers, parking lots, and classrooms. 

 

37.4.5 Students may be ordered to drop loose personal belongings 

(e.g., backpacks, purses, jackets), and to step away and leave the same 
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unattended so that the dogs may sniff the belongings without sniffing the 

student’s person. 

 

37.4.6 Absent independently established individualized suspicion, a 

contraband-sniffing dog will not be used to sniff any student’s person directly, 

and will not be allowed to come into direct contact with students. 

 

37.4.7 An "alert" by one of the dogs, subject to the judgment and expertise 

of the dog’s handler, will be considered grounds for reasonable suspicion of the 

presence of an illegal substance, and the school and/or law enforcement officials 

will proceed with a search in an appropriate manner. Appropriate action will be 

taken following District policy and procedure as determined by the result of such 

search. 

 

37.5 Each school in the District shall give written notice annually concerning the 

contents of this policy.  Such notice will, at a minimum, include the information that 

canine drug detection sweeps will be permitted and may occur at any time, without 

individualized suspicion, and without prior notice, and may include the following:  (i) 

lockers, (ii) classrooms, (iii) unattended personal belongings (e.g., backpacks, purses, 

jackets), and (iv) vehicles parked on school property.  
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